
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rembrandt UX Design Documentation 
Version 1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
Kiran Dhotre 
Principal UX Consultant 



 - 2 - 

Table of Contents 
 

Table of Contents ...................................................................................................................... - 2 - 

1. Landing Page ...................................................................................................................... - 3 - 

2. Selected VxBlock – Overview ............................................................................................. - 6 - 

3. Selected VxBlock – Compute ........................................................................................... - 10 - 

4. Selected VxBlock – Storage ............................................................................................. - 16 - 

5. Selected VxBlock – Networking ....................................................................................... - 19 - 

6. Selected VxBlock – Virtualization .................................................................................... - 22 - 

7. Selected VxBlock – Management .................................................................................... - 25 - 

8. Selected VxBlock – Interoperability ................................................................................. - 28 - 

9. Selected VxBlock – Interoperability Evaluation Results .................................................. - 33 - 

 
 
 
  



 - 3 - 

1. Landing Page 
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=rembrandt_landing 
 
Description: 
This screen depicts the landing page for Rembrandt, i.e. when a user enters the Rembrandt URL in the browser, 
post authentication, s/he would land on this screen. The landing page lists all VxBlocks available within the 
customer’s datacenter. 

The screen is divided into a 4 columnar grid that spans across the width of the screen (default resolution 
1366x768). The grid holds cards for respective VxBlocks. The order of the cards should be top row, left to right, 
wrap to second row if required. Users have the ability to sort and/or filter cards by parameters suggested by PM’s. 
Users would also have limited ability to view/hide certain pieces of information within the cards, and also edit the 
card title. 

Users can further view details of VxBlock by clicking the desired VxBlock card.  
 
Key UI Components: 

1. Application/Portal header (global, i.e. available on all screens) 
 

 
 

The application/portal header is a persistent UI component available and active on all screens throughout the 
portal. The only exception when it will not be available, or deactivated is in case of a modal overlay, wherein 
the overlay background covers the entire underlying screen, including the header, restricting interaction on 
components within the overlay in foreground. 
The application/portal header holds Dell EMC logo, along with product branding towards the left. Towards the 
right, it holds global functions like user profile info, and global help documentation. 
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2. VxBlock cards 
 

 
 
VxBlock cards are the most distinct UI components on the screen. Each card represents an individual VxBlock. 
Each card holds up to 8 sub-components, out of which users have the ability to edit, hide/show 4 sub-
components.  

 
3. Edit card detail overlay 

 

 
 
This feature lets users customize the card view as per their preference. The Edit card detail overlay is available 
by clicking the Edit icon on right top of the screen.  

Following are default VxBlock card sub-components; users do not have the ability to hide these: 
• System title 
• System type | Serial number 
• Last synced 
• System image 

Optional (users can choose to include up to 4 sub-components from following list): 
• vCenter version 
• Managed by 
• Custom compliance state 
• Support contract end date 
• Support status 
• Notifications 
• Owner 
• Business unit 
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• Location 
 
4. Edit card title overlay 
 

 
 
Although users cannot hide the system/card title, they do have the ability to edit it. System/card title can be 
edited by clicking the Edit icon besides the system/card title. Clicking the edit icon provides an overlay wherein 
users can edit the title per their preference. 
This functionality will be available only to users who have permission to edit system titles.  

 
5. Help (global, i.e. available on all screens)  
 

 
 
The contextual help icon is provided on all screens within the footer. Upon clicking the ‘?’ icon on right-bottom 
of the screen, a help pane overlay slides in from the right edge of the browser. This pane displays information 
in context of the underlying screen. 

The help pane can be scrollable, and slides back out upon clicking the ‘?’ again, or clicking the ‘X’ icon on right-
top of the pane. 
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2. Selected VxBlock – Overview  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_overview 
 
Description: 
Overview screen is the default landing screen when users click on a VxBlock card from the landing screen. Details 
of selected VxBlock are displayed in the grey banner on top of the screen (right below portal header). The design is 
architected to use VxBlock as the primary pivot, i.e. from landing screen, users select the desired VxBlock, and any 
subsequent information displayed, is in context of that particular VxBlock. If users need to view information for a 
different VxBlock, they can navigate back to the landing screen by clicking the Home breadcrumb link in banner 
and select a different VxBlock. 

This screen is divided into 2 key modules – 1) Inventory, and 2) Interoperability. Inventory is further segregated 
into Overview, Compute, Storage, Networking, Virtualization, and Management tabs. This is done to emulate the 
physical structure of the VxBlock. 

Inventory> Overview (tab) would be the default view for a selected VxBlock. The Overview tab lists all components 
within the VxBlock in a expand/collapsible tabular grid, grouped by various components. This provides a snapshot 
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view of all components within the VxBlock on a single screen, without requiring the users to navigate to separate 
screens/sections. 

 
Key UI Components: 

1. VxBlock banner (across all Inventory screens) 
 

 
 
The banner displays key information identifying the selected VxBlock, like title, type, serial number, and other 
attributes. It also holds navigation components like the breadcrumb links, and module tabs. The selected 
module tab is indicated in blue (#007DBB) text, along with a small pointer beneath it.  

Future design versions can provide a compact banner toggle that would shorten the height of the banner by 
hiding VxBlock image, and supplementary information. 
 

2. Primary navigation tabs 
 

 
 
Inventory is segregated into Overview, Compute, Storage, Networking, Virtualization, and Management 
sections. These sections are represented by individual tabs.  

Within the information hierarchy, considering selected VxBlock as the primary object and Inventory as the 
primary use case, primary navigation tabs are considered as level 1. These tabs facilitate non-modal browsing, 
i.e. users can switch between these tabs at will. Selecting a different tab does not have implications on any 
information/task/function from previously selected tab.  

The selected tab is highlighted distinctly from rest of the non-selected tabs. It is presented in white (#FFFFFF) 
with a blue (#007DBB) line on the top edge, whereas rest of the tabs are in light grey (#F2F2F2) color. At any 
given point, only a single tab would be selected. 
 

3. UCS domain filter  
 

 
 
The UCS domain filter lets users filter content in the grid by all domains, or a particular one. Default selection 
for this filter is ‘All Domains’. It is placed right below primary navigation tabs.  
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4. Expand/Collapse tabular grid 
 

 
 
The expand/collapse tabular grid displays all component objects from selected VxBlock on a single screen. 
Since displaying all objects on single screen may lead to a lengthy scroll, individual objects are grouped by 
components, and organized by expand/collapsible sub-components.  

In the example above, individual objects are grouped by AMP Virtual Workload, and Compute. Further within 
Compute, there are ‘Fabric Interconnect’, ‘IOMs’, and ‘Server Profiles’ sub-components. Server Profiles has 10 
objects (server profiles), and each object further has Overview, Operating Environment, Storage, and 
Configuration sections. Information within these sections is organized into expand/collapsible grid. 

Above example shows the Overview section expanded and rest of the sections collapsed. Below example 
shows all sections within Server Profiles expanded.  
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5. Component object icon 
 

 
 
Component object icon is the element that identifies a particular individual object within the UI. These icons 
are sourced primarily from Clarity icon library. In case icon for a particular object isn’t available in Clarity icon 
library, it will need to be created in compliance with Clarity guidelines. 

Component object icons are always accompanied by corresponding text label. Also, within the 
expand/collapsible tabular grid, the label includes version number for the object.   
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3. Selected VxBlock – Compute  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_compute 

 
Description: 
Amongst all components within the VxBlock, Compute is presented as the first component after Overview. The 
order of components (tabs) is based on criticality and significance within customer environment. Compute further 
has 4 sub-components, i.e. Server Profiles, Fabric Interconnect, Chassis, and FEX. These are presented as secondary 
navigation tabs. Within the information hierarchy, these sub-components are considered as level 2.   

The UI is divided into distinct workspaces to establish clear visual hierarchy, display key data pointers prominently, 
and optimize scanning pattern. Each of the 4 sub-components have specific workspace modules with contextual 
information/content.  

As with Overview being the default view for selected VxBlock, Server Profiles is the default sub-component for 
Compute. 
 
Key UI Components: 
The Compute screen will retain all global UI components referred to in previous screens. 

1. Primary navigation tabs 
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As covered for Overview screen. 
 

2. Secondary navigation tabs 
 

 
 

Sub-components are presented as secondary navigation tabs and have a distinct visual treatment. Secondary 
navigation tabs aren’t visually enclosed as primary navigation tabs. This is designed in compliance to Dell EMC 
Clarity UI design guidelines (https://dellclarity.com/#/components/tabs), and to establish clear visual 
hierarchy between components, sub-components, and other elements displayed on the screen.  
Also, there’s a clear visual association between the primary navigation tab, and corresponding sub-component 
tabs – both these components share the same background pane, i.e. white background, without any visual 
element separating/dividing them.  

Selected secondary navigation tab is indicated by a blue (#007DBB) underline, and medium/bold text label. As 
with primary navigation tabs, at any given point, only a single secondary navigation tab will be selected. 

Depending on customer environment, there could be more than 4 sub-components (tabs). In the exceptional 
scenario of a customer environment having more sub-components and exceeding available horizontal space to 
display all secondary navigation tabs in a single row, a horizontal scroll can be added to the secondary 
navigation tabs row as indicated in example below.  
 

 
(Example is from Storage component but can be applied across any component.) 
 

3. Summary band 
 

 
 

Summary band is the UI element that displays key data pointers for selected sub-component. It is placed right 
below the row of secondary navigation tabs. The summary band can be divided into 5 slots of equal width to 
accommodate sub-component attributes, or data that might need users’ attention. 

In the example above, summary band for server profile includes information on total number of server 
profiles, number of domains (being covered within all server profiles), and total number of servers within all 
profiles. The design depicts just 3 three slots within the summary band but can include 2 more. However, the 
summary band cannot include more than 5 slots. Regardless of number of slots occupied/displayed, width of 
each slot is the same, i.e. 5 / width of summary band. 

Information/data in each slot is deliberately presented as numbers in large font so that users don’t miss it. 
Individual data pointers (large numerical text) can be used as hyperlinks to filter content within corresponding 
workspace. Also, each slot can hold up to 3 variables for a given attribute as indicated in example below (total 
number of licenses, available, and ineligible). 
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(Example is from Networking component but can be applied across any component.) 
 

4. UCS domain filter  
 

 
 
As on Overview screen, the UCS Domain filter on all Compute> sub-component screens lets users filter content 
within the workspace, by all domains, or a particular one. Default selection for this filter is ‘All Domains’.   
 

5. Capsule tabs workspace  
 

 
 
This is the primary interactive workspace within the UI. Capsule tabs workspace is further divided into 
following UI elements: 

5.1. Capsule tabs  
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Within the information hierarchy, capsule tabs are considered level 3. Capsule tabs display contextual 
information for the selected sub-component. To maintain visual hierarchy, these tabs are visually distinct 
from primary, and secondary navigation tabs. The outside edges of first, and last tabs are rounded, 
hence the name ‘capsule’ tabs. The selected tab is clearly indicated in inverted color (blue #007DBB). As 
with primary, and secondary navigation tabs, the first capsule tab will be selected by default, and at any 
given point only a single capsule tab will be selected. 

Different sub-components may have different capsule tabs. At bare minimum, each sub-component 
would have at least Summary, and Relationships tabs. Never use a single capsule (primary, or secondary) 
tab. In instances wherein a component has no contextual information apart from Summary, do not use a 
single Summary tab. Instead use a section title similar to “Profile 1” (large text on white background) as 
indicated in the visual for capsule tabs workspace (#5).  
 

5.2. Tertiary left navigation pane  
 

 
 
The tertiary left navigation pane is an optional element that can be used to segregate information within 
a sub-component. In the visual above, the tertiary left navigation pane holds individual profiles (Profile 1, 
Profile 2…) within the sub-component ‘Server Profiles’. The first object in the list is selected by default. 

Within the information hierarchy, objects in the tertiary left navigation pane are laterally at the same 
level as capsule tabs, i.e. level 3. Since this isn’t a constant UI element (used only when required), 
information displayed in the workspace would be in context to both, selected object in tertiary left nav, 
and selected capsule tab. For e.g. the visual above is displaying ‘Summary’ (capsule tab) information for 
‘Profile 1’ (left navigation pane). Users can randomly choose either a different profile from the left 
navigation pane, or a different capsule tab. Content in the display area will always reflect last clicked UI 
element. i.e. if users click ‘Servers’ capsule tab, the display area would list all servers from Profile 1; and 
if they were to click ‘Profile 2’, the display area would list summary information for Profile 2.   

In scenarios where tertiary left navigation pane isn’t present, content in display area will always be in 
context to the selected capsule tab.   
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5.3. Main display area  
 

 
 
Main display area is the portion of screen where information for selected component> sub-component> 
capsule tab, is displayed. It is the white space in above visual excluding capsule tabs, and tertiary left 
navigation pane.  

Content within the main display area can be formatted as required by current user selection. The 
example above depicts an expand/collapsible grid (similar to the one on Overview screen). Below are 
few more examples of different formats of content within the main display area. 
 
5.3.1. Multi-column summary 

 

 
 
Use multi-column summary to display summary information for selected object, persistently 
across all capsule tabs. In exceptional cases, depending on context of the selected object, 
content within multi column summary may differ across capsule tabs. 

Content within multi-column summary can also be grouped when required. The visual below 
indicates content grouped by individual IOMs for selected Chassis within Compute. 
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5.3.2. Tabular grid 
 

 
 
Use tabular grid to list multiple items. Include pagination controls as required. A ‘View’ filter 
(drop down) can also be included as required. An explicit Filter function can also be included as 
indicated in visual below. 
 

  
 
The filter icon on left-top of the image above acts as a toggle. When clicked, the filter pane slides 
in from left, displaying filter options.  
 

5.3.3. Two-column grid 
 

 
 
Use two-column grid to display sparse, but necessary information. Where required, multiple two-
column grids can be used to group information. In such cases, place the grids one below other 
with adequate spacing. 

Also, the two-column grid can be used along with tabular grid as indicated in visual below.  
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Rest of the Compute sub-components, i.e. Fabric Interconnect, Chassis, and FEX follow same design 
patterns, and UI components. Wireframe designs for these sub-components are at: 

• Fabric Interconnect – https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_compute_fi 
• Chassis – https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_compute_chassis 
• FEX - https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_compute_fex 
 

4. Selected VxBlock – Storage  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_storage 

 
Description: 
The Storage component (tab) lists all storage arrays within the VxBlock. These storage arrays may, or may not be 
synchronized with Cloud IQ. Rembrandt phase 1 business requirements consider only Configuration, Hardware, 
and Relationships data for Storage. However, Cloud IQ provides data on health, capacity, and performance 
attributes for storage. For arrays synchronized with Cloud IQ, users will be led to Cloud IQ portal to view details on 
health, capacity, and performance.  
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Key UI Components: 
The Storage screen will retain all global UI components referred to in previous screens. 

1. Primary navigation tabs 

As covered for Overview screen. 

 
 

2. Secondary navigation tabs 

As covered for Compute screen. 
The Storage component may need to accommodate numerous sub-components at level 2. For exceptional 
instances wherein the number of storage arrays exceed available horizontal space to display all arrays (as 
secondary navigation tabs) in a single row, a horizontal scroll can be added to the secondary navigation tabs 
row as indicated in example below.  
 

 
 

3. Summary band 

Apart from displaying key data pointers, for arrays synchronized with Cloud IQ, the Storage summary band 
displays a ‘View in Cloud IQ’ button as indicated in visual below. 
 

  
 
The ‘View in Cloud IQ’ button includes an icon that indicates destination screen opening in a separate browser 
tab/window. Essentially, upon clicking the View in Cloud IQ button, users are led to details of corresponding 
storage array in Cloud IQ portal. In order to clearly inform users that they would be leaving the Rembrandt 
portal, a confirmation dialog box is provided with options to cancel or proceed (OK), as indicated in visual 
below. 
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4. Capsule tabs workspace 

As covered for Compute screen. 
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5. Selected VxBlock – Networking  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_networking 

 
Description: 
The Networking component (tab) primarily lists all switches within the VxBlock. Each switch is treated as a sub-
component, and displayed as secondary navigation tab. 

Key attributes for a switch are Ports, and Licenses. Hence, the summary band and capsule tabs display information 
on ports, and licenses. Default view for Networking screen will be Ports capsule for first switch (selected) in 
secondary navigation. 

Although attributes information for all switches may be similar, there is variance in data across N3K, N5K, and MDS 
switches. The main display area for different switches have different widgets that facilitate additional views/filters. 
For e.g. the main display area for N5K-A switch has a view by Ethernet/Fiber Channel filter, whereas N3K-A does 
not. 
 
Key UI Components: 
The Networking screen will retain all global UI components referred to in previous screens. 

1. Primary navigation tabs 

As covered for Overview screen. 
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2. Secondary navigation tabs 

As covered for Compute screen. 
 

 
 

3. Summary band 

As covered for Compute screen. 
 

4. Capsule tabs workspace 

As covered for Compute screen. 

 
 
Relationships capsule tab across all components and sub-components has the expand/collapsible tabular grid. 
This tab lists all objects within the VxBlock that are connected/have dependency on current selected sub-
component, or object. 

In visual example above, objects FI-A, FI-B, N3K Switch A, and N3K Switch B, are connected to sub-component 
N5K-A (selected secondary tab). Any updates to switch N5K-A will have implications on objects it is connected 
with, and vice-versa. Hence, it is absolutely crucial to know which objects are connected to a sub-component 
and understand updates & compliance implications across all components within the VxBlock. 

Objects within the Relationships expand/collapsible grid may further have supplemental information. The grid 
can be expanded by clicking desired ‘+’ icon or corresponding label. Visual below indicates Fabric Interconnect 
row expanded. 
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When expanded, in case each object has its own unique set of data, users have the ability to show/hide data 
for desired object by way of a checkbox toggle. Visual above indicates data visible (table below FI-A, FI-B icons) 
only for FI-A (selected checkbox), whereas visual below indicates data visible for FI-A, as well as FI-B. 
 

  
 
Expanded data can be collapsed by clicking the ‘-’ icon or corresponding label. Once collapsed, the checkboxes 
besides corresponding objects also disappear. Alternatively, expanded data can be collapsed by un-checking 
all check boxes besides corresponding objects. 
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6. Selected VxBlock – Virtualization  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_virtualization 

 
Description: 
Virtualization is where vCenters from the VxBlock are listed. Although virtual, vCenters are treated as physical sub-
component objects within the UI. 

Key attributes for a vCenter are Hosts, and Clusters (of hosts). Default view for Virtualization is Summary capsule 
for the first vCenter (selected secondary navigation tab).   
 
Key UI Components: 
The Virtualization screen will retain all global UI components referred to in previous screens. 

1. Primary navigation tabs 

As covered for Overview screen. 
 

2. Secondary navigation tabs 

As covered for Compute screen. 
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3. Secondary navigation tabs 

As covered for Compute screen. 
 

4. Capsule tabs workspace 

The main display area for each vCenter capsule utilizes different UI elements/patterns to display content. 
 

4.1. Summary 
 

 
 
The Summary capsule tab for vCenters displays content grouped by multiple two-column grids. 
 

4.2. Hosts 
 

 
 
The Hosts capsule tab segregates information by Clusters (group of hosts), and Standalone (hosts not 
grouped into clusters) in tertiary left navigation pane. The main display area lists individual Hosts, 
Datastores, and Networks by cluster. Users can choose desired cluster from Cluster drop-down, and view 
list of either Hosts, Datastores, or Networks through the ‘View’ filter. Default selection for cluster drop-
down will be the first cluster, and default for selection for View filter will be Hosts. 
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4.3. Licenses 
 

 
 
Licenses main display area utilizes multi-column summary to reflect selected vCenter and other 
supplementary information, and tabular grid to list licenses. 
 

4.4. Relationships 
 

 
 
The Relationships capsule tab for vCenter utilizes a combination of different UI elements/patterns. 
Component objects are segregated by: 

• Clusters, and Standalone (hosts) in tertiary left navigation pane 
• Individual cluster from Cluster drop-down, and  
• Expand/collapsible tabular grid 

Selected vCenter information also displayed through multi-column summary on top of the 
expand/collapsible tabular grid. 
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7. Selected VxBlock – Management  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=inventory_mgmt 

 
Description: 
VxBlocks are managed either by a separate management VxBlock, or an embedded AMP. VxBlocks that are 
managed by embedded AMPs, display the Management primary navigation tab. All resources used to manage the 
VxBlock, are housed within Management. VxBlocks not managed by embedded AMPs do not display Management 
primary navigation tab. 
 
Key UI Components: 
The Virtualization screen will retain all global UI components referred to in previous screens. 

1. Primary navigation tabs 

As covered for Overview screen. 
 

2. Secondary navigation tabs 

As covered for Compute screen. 

Sub-components for Compute, Storage, Networking, and Virtualization follow a coherent structure, i.e. all 
secondary navigation tabs are objects exclusively analogous to their respective parent component. However, 
since Management is an amalgamation of resources from all other components, it may not necessarily follow 
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the same structure. For e.g. current set sub-components for Management is part Compute (server profiles), 
part Storage (Unity550F-01), part Virtualization (AMP_vCenter).  
 

 
 

3. Summary band 

As covered for Compute screen. 
 

4. Capsule tabs workspace 

As covered for Compute screen. 

Since Management is a combination of sub-components from different components, capsule workspace for 
selected Management sub-component will emulate structure from original sub-component. For e.g. Server 
Profiles under Management will have the same structure as Server Profiles under Compute, i.e. Summary, 
Servers, Relationships. Albeit, Management> Server Profiles capsule tabs would contain lesser objects than 
Compute> Server Profiles capsule tabs.   
 

4.1. Server Profiles 
 

 
 

4.2. Unity550F-01 
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4.3. AMP_vCenter 
 

 
 

4.4. Workload 
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8. Selected VxBlock – Interoperability  
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=interop 
 
Description: 
Interoperability is the USP (unique selling proposition) for Rembrandt. Interoperability module differs substantially 
from Inventory. Inventory is designed to facilitate more of a ‘Browse & find’ use case, whereas Interoperability is 
more of an ‘Evaluate’ use case. As a precursor for future Upgrade Planning, and Upgrades modules, 
Interoperability lets users run different types of evaluations on all component objects within the VxBlock. These 
evaluations help determine version compliance, and interdependencies amongst various component objects. 

There are 3 types of evaluations – 1) Dell EMC Tested, 2) HCL Validated, and 3) Custom. Users can select the 
desired type of evaluation, run the evaluation, and determine the right course of action from evaluation result 
findings.  

Interoperability features for phase 1 release are limited to evaluation selection, corresponding results. Actions on 
result findings (plan upgrades, upgrade) are planned for further subsequent releases. When Upgrade Planning, and 
Upgrades modules are ready to be implemented, they can be presented as module tabs beside Interoperability. 
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Key UI Components: 

1. VxBlock banner (across all Interoperability screens) 
 

 
 
As with Inventory, the VxBlock banner is persistently visible across all Interoperability screens. It still retains 
information in context to the selected VxBlock.  

Upon being clicked, the Interoperability module tab is displayed as selected (blue, #007DBB), with the pointer 
beneath it’s label. As mentioned for Inventory> Overview, future design versions for the banner can provide a 
compact toggle that would hide supplementary information, and display just the breadcrumb links, VxBlock 
title, and module tabs.  
 

2. Evaluation band 
 

 
 
Evaluation band is the grey band that holds evaluation type buttons, contextual instructional text, and the 
Evaluate button. It is placed right below the banner and is visible at all times on the Interoperability landing 
screen. 
 

3. Evaluation type buttons 
 

 
 
Users can run 3 types of evaluations on VxBlock components: 

3.1. Dell EMC Tested (this section needs to be validated by PM) 

Dell EMC tested or TAAS (tested as a system) refers to a comprehensive set of evaluation criteria that is 
utilized to evaluate compliance and interoperability for all component objects within the VxBlock. The 
goal is to ensure all component objects are Dell EMC RCM (release certification matrix) compliant; and if 
not, to determine objects that aren’t, and the type of non-compliant issue(s).  

Essentially, with Dell EMC tested evaluation, Dell EMC as a vendor certifies compliance/interoperability 
of all component objects within the VxBlock. A Dell EMC tested fully compliant VxBlock system would be 
very reassuring for customers and help build their confidence towards Dell EMC as a vendor. 

Upon clicking Interoperability module tab, Dell EMC Tested evaluation type button is selected by default. 
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3.2. HCL Validated (this section needs to be validated by PM) 

An HCL validated evaluation isn’t necessarily as comprehensive as Dell EMC tested. With HCL Validated 
evaluation, component objects are tested for upgrade compliance to respective component vendors, 
and not necessarily Dell EMC RCM. For e.g. during an HCL validated test, a network switch from Cisco will 
be evaluated for upgrades and compliance criteria published by Cisco, not Dell EMC RCM. 

Essentially, with HCL validated test, Dell EMC does not certify the VxBlock system as fully compliant but 
does ensure that individual component objects do meet required vendor compliance. 
 

3.3. Custom (this section needs to be validated by PM) 

For Dell EMC Tested, and HCL Validated evaluations users run the evaluations on all component objects 
within the VxBlock. However, for Custom evaluation users get the ability to choose a set of components, 
or individual component objects to run the evaluation on. 

Upon selecting Custom evaluation, users are required to choose the components/objects before they 
can run the evaluation. 
 

4. Evaluation instructional text 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Interoperability is a new feature being introduced to customers. As such, there is bound to be a learning curve 
for users to comprehend and adapt it completely. To reduce the learning curve, key features are augmented 
with contextual instructional text. 

Each evaluation type has contextual instructional text placed besides evaluation buttons. The instruction 
changes based on evaluation type selected. Dell EMC Tested instructional text is presented by default. Above 
visuals indicate placeholder instructional text per evaluation type. Each instance further needs to be updated 
with inputs from PMs. 

Most effective instructional texts are precise, concise, and contextual to the current selection. For evaluation 
type selection, ensure instructional text clearly communicates context and implications of each type. Make 
sure the text does not extend beyond a couple of sentences.  
 

5. Evaluate button 
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In visuals above, the Evaluate button for Dell EMC Tested and HCL Validated evaluation is active by default but 
is deactivated for Custom evaluation type. A requirement for Custom evaluation is that users need to select 
desired components/objects to evaluate. 

Once users click Custom evaluation button, the Evaluate button is deactivated, and selection checkboxes 
appear beside components and individual component objects in expand/collapsible tabular grid below. Only 
when users select at least one component object or a set of components, the Evaluate button is activated. 
Users can select/deselect an entire set of components by clicking the corresponding check box in grey vertical 
band on left. Alternatively, they can select/deselect each single component object individually by clicking the 
corresponding checkbox besides the component object as indicated in visual below. 
 

 
 

6. View By filter 
 

  
 
View By filter is a function that lets users customize the interop view. Based on the selection, it aligns 
components in grid below either by UCS Domain, or vCenter. 
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The filter utilizes a different type of widget than on Inventory screens (drop-down widget) to persistently and 
prominently display selected and available choices.    
 

7. Domain/vCenter filter 
 

  
 
Apart from the View By filter, users have an additional Domain/vCenter filter to narrow down components 
within the grid. 

Depending on UCS Domain/vCenter filter selection, another filter to select Domains/vCenters is provided right 
below the View By filter. Within UCS Domain, users have the choice to select a particular domain or all 
domains, and likewise with vCenters.  
 

8. Expand/collapsible tabular grid 
 

      
 
The expand/collapsible tabular grid works the same way as documented for Overview screen. However, for 
Interoperability it provides a View By filter. Users can choose to view components aligned either by UCS 
Domain, or vCenter. It’s the same set of components; just presented differently. Above visuals indicate views 
by either filter. 
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9. Selected VxBlock – Interoperability Evaluation Results 
 

 
URL: https://7cj8y0.axshare.com/#g=1&p=evaluate_result__3_ 
 
Description: 
Upon clicking Evaluate button on previous (Interoperability) screen, users are led to a separate evaluation results 
screen. This screen displays detailed information on the evaluation and corresponding results. For phase 1, scope 
of evaluation results is limited to display only. Call to action features (upgrade planning, and upgrades) on result 
findings are planned for subsequent phases. 

Evaluation result findings are intended to comprehensively inform users on type of evaluation run, positive as well 
as negative data pointers, categorize information by UCS Domain and vCenter, and provide detailed description of 
issues found.  

Each instance of evaluation is unique (every single evaluation would have a unique time stamp), and hence each 
instance of results is unique too. For phase 1, evaluation results cannot be saved in any manner. That implies, in 
case users click the browser back button, or back to evaluation, they stand to lose that particular set of results 
data. They can always re-run the evaluation but results for any subsequent evaluations will never be duplicated. 
The only way users can preserve current result findings is through ‘Export Result’ functionality. For phase 1, that’s 
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the only functionality for users to retain evaluation results. Once they click Back to Evaluation, that particular 
instance of evaluation result is lost. 
 
Key UI Components: 

1. Result title 
 

 
 
The result title indicates type of evaluation run. It is appended with time stamp information for – 1) inventory 
sync for that particular VxBlock, i.e. the time VxBlock components synchronized with Rembrandt, and 2) the 
time which that particular evaluation was initiated. These time stamps are essential since the result reflects 
status of components for that particular moment only. If the same evaluation is run later, results may differ 
depending on status of components at that instance. 

The result title is also accompanied by ‘Back to Evaluation’ screen link. Once clicked, users would be navigated 
to Interoperability evaluation screen, and lose data from results screen. Since users stand to lose current 
results data, a confirmation dialog box informing users that they would lose results data can be provided. 
 

2. Result summary 
 

 
 
The results summary is similar to summary band on Inventory screens. It displays statistical information on: 

• Total number of component objects evaluated 
• Total number of assessments run 
• Total number of compliant component objects 
• Total number of non-compliant component objects 
• Total number of component objects with unclassified issues 

Data pointers for compliant, non-compliant objects, and objects with unclassified issues display status through 
respective color.  
 

3. View By filter 
 

      
 
View By filter on results screen behaves the same way as on Evaluation screen. Based on the option users 
choose, results information is aligned either by UCS Domain, or vCenter. 
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4. Issues summary 
 

 
 
Issues summary lists number of issues per domain/vCenter from current result findings. Information is 
displayed in two-column grid to facilitate quick scanning for users.  
 

5. Issue details grid  
 

 
 
The issue details grid lists issues either by UCS Domain, or vCenter. As indicated in visual above, issues are 
segregated into Domain, Type (of issue), Result, Components, Version, and Description columns. 

A single listed issue captures a type of non-compliance instance across multiple component objects. For e.g. in 
visual above the first row in grid lists 4 component objects – Profile 1, Profile 3, Profile 4, and VMAX 250F. 
These component objects are running firmware/software versions that are no longer supported. All 4 
components belong to domain fpe32-ucs, and there’s a brief description on implications of non-compliance 
instance identified. All of this information is classified as a single issue and displayed as a single row in issue 
details grid. 

In case an evaluation results in no issues found, the issue details grid will not be displayed. During such 
instance only issues summary will be displayed with statistics per UCS Domain/vCenter displaying ‘0’ (zero) 
value. 
 

6. Issue type legend 
 

 
 
Issue type legend is placed on top (aligned right) of the issue details grid. Each issue type legend is 
accompanied by an icon. It helps users identify and associate a long list of component objects within the issue 
details grid, to corresponding issues. Upon click, each issue type legend displays a tooltip with information 
describing the issue type.  
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Issues discovered during Interoperability evaluations are classified into 4 following types: 

6.1. Not supported 

This issue type refers to instances wherein either firmware or software within the component object(s) is 
not yet/no longer supported by Dell EMC. 
 

6.2. Not recommended 

This issue type refers to instances wherein compatibility issues with firmware/software of certain 
component object(s) have been identified. The corresponding component object will be supported by 
Dell EMC, but is certainly not recommended. 
 

6.3. Verified 

Verified issue type refers to instances wherein component objects are verified for vendor compliance/ 
compatibility, but not supported by Dell EMC. 
 

6.4. Under evaluation 

Under evaluation issue type refers to instances wherein firmware/software for component objects are 
undergoing evaluations, and aren’t currently supported by Dell EMC. 

 

7. Action buttons 
 

 
 
Action buttons facilitate actions users can take either on the entire evaluation result, or individual issue(s). 
These buttons are placed under issue details grid (aligned right). As specified in Clarity guidelines, these 
buttons can have primary, and secondary use instances. Button example with blue (#007DBB) background & 
white text is a primary action button, and one with clear background & blue (#007DBB) text is secondary 
action button.   

As documented under description, each instance of evaluation results is unique and evaluation results cannot 
be preserved in any manner (at least for phase 1). Hence, specifically for phase 1, ‘Export Result’ feature is 
presented as a primary button, along with Back to Evaluation as a secondary button. For future releases, 
contextual actions like upgrade planning, and upgrade could be considered as potential action buttons. 
 
 

 
 


